
 

Family Activities and Devotions

Celebrating Advent
  The weeks leading up to Christmas are filled with much 
excitement and anticipation. We are constantly reminded that 
Christmas is coming by the holiday toy ads, Christmas lights, 
Christmas music on the radio and Santas on every corner!  It’s 
easy to get caught up in the Christmas spirit.  While preparing 
your home with Christmas decorations, lights, decorating the 
Christmas tree, and buying gifts are all a part of this season, if 
we aren’t careful, we can get caught up in the chaos of 
Christmas and forget the real reason we celebrate! 

  It’s all too easy for kids to anticipate gifts rather than the 
Savior’s birth.  And, we tend to spend more time preparing milk 
and cookies and lists for Santa rather than helping to prepare 
our children’s hearts for the miracle of Christmas.  As parents, it 
is our job to direct the awe and wonder our children experience 
this holiday season to the little baby boy who was born in 
Bethlehem.   

    I invite you to journey together through these devotionals 
and family activities to celebrate the greatest gift of all—our 
Savior, Jesus Christ!
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“Advent” simply means, “coming.” 
This season helps us to celebrate 
Christ’s coming in the first Advent 

and to anticipate when Christ 
returns for the second Advent.   

Weekly Advent Themes: 
Week 1—HOPE 

Isaiah 9:2-6, Luke 1:26-38 

Week 2—PEACE 
Luke 2:8-14 

Week 3—JOY 
Luke 2:8-20 

Week 4—LOVE 
John 1, John 3:16 

 It is my prayer this Advent season 
that your family experiences the 
gifts of hope, peace, joy and love 
that Christ’s 

Advent Packet

Advent Themes
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There are MANY things you can do as a family to 
countdown to Christmas!  The key is to be intentional—
whether you make a creative calendar, a list of activities 
in a jar, or you plan an activity as your schedule allows, 
be sure to set aside time to help your family anticipate 
the season!  Here are just a few ideas: 

• Make a paper chain for Advent countdown 
• Add figures to the nativity scenes or ornaments 

to the tree to line up with the weekly Advent 
themes 

• Unwrap and read a Christmas book every night  
• Unwrap and watch Christmas movies 
• Make homemade hot chocolate 
• Have snowman pancakes for dinner 
• Go ice skating 
• Have a baking day 
• Deliver baked goods/treats to neighbors 
• Family game night 

*See activity list for more ideas

Read Luke 2:1-20.  Then, gather gingerbread or 
graham crackers, frosting, candy, and animal 
crackers. Work together to create an edible nativity 
scene. After your scene is completed (and pictures 

All 
you need is 1 lb of baking soda, spray shaving cream  
(unscented), and a couple drops of lavender scented oil.  
Let the kids pour 1lb of baking soda in a tub, bowl, or on 
a tablecloth.  Then, spray shaving cream. Start with a 
good handful of it. Add more shaving cream as needed.  
Encourage the kids to ‘knead the snow.’  The snow will 
start forming almost immediately!  Make a snowman 
indoors—and be sure to post a picture to our Newark Naz 

Use the “Christmas Lights Scavenger Hunt” list, and go 
on a hunt with your family around your neighborhood.  
You can even split up and make it into a game to see 
who can find the lights listed first!  When you’re done, 
read John 8:12 and Matthew 5:14-16 and talk about 
what you can do as a family to let your lights shine this 
Advent season.   

Christmas Lights Scavenger Hunt 

Make Your Own “Snow” 

Gingerbread Nativity Scenes 
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John 1:5 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,                       

the Prince of Peace.” 

“Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord.”   
Luke 2:11 

 “The LIGHT shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness can never extinguish it.” 

Kid City Ministries
Jenn Ballenger, Pastor to Children and Families 

jenn@newarknaz.org

Kid City Coordinators: 

Real Life—Beth Adkins, beth@newarknaz.org 
Williams Street—Crystal Blume, crystal@newarknaz.org 
Resource Coordinator—Carol Becktell, 
carol@newarknaz.org

Advent Reading Plan
December 1:  John 1:1-5     December 13: Micah 5:2-5 
December 2:  Isaiah 9:2-7     December 14: Luke 2:1-7 
December 3:  Isaiah 11:1-10     December 15: Luke 2:8-12 
December 4:  Jeremiah 33:14-16    December 16: Luke 2:13-14 
December 5:  Luke 1:5-10     December 17: Luke 2:15-18 
December 6:  Luke 1:11-17     December 18: Luke 2:19-20 
December 7:  Luke 1:18-25     December 19: Matthew 2:1-2 
December 8:  Luke 1:26-38     December 20: Matthew 2:3-6 
December 9:  Matthew 1:18-21    December 21: Matthew 2:7-8 
December 10: Matthew 1:22-25    December 22: Matthew 2:9-12 
December 11: Luke 1:39-45     December 23: Matthew 2:19-23 
December 12: Luke 1:46-56     December 24: John 1:14 
          December 25:  John 3:16
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Ways to SERVE 

Gifts of Hope
We have a wonderful opportunity to share the light of 
Christ to families who need help this Christmas. Our 
goal is to bless 90 families this season; some from 
foster care and others from our local community. A total 
of 225 gifts were needed. Please check the information 
center and your worship folder to see how you can 
help!   

Be A “Christmas Angel”
Look for ways to serve and bless others in your 
family, neighborhood, school or church this Advent 
Season!  Here are just a few examples: 

• Donate clothes or toys to a shelter or Good 
Will 

• Make cards or drawings for your local 
retirement home 

• Give hot chocolate to Salvation Army workers 
• Leave quarters taped to vending machines or    

      laundry machines  

Save Your Dimes,  
It’s Christmas Time!
Salvation Army bell ringers will be out soon! Gather 
the loose change from your house and keep it in your 
car during Advent.  This way, you will be ready to 
give. Let the bells remind you that we have so much 
to celebrate this Advent season! 

Advent is a perfect season to love your neighbors! 
Practice hospitality and generosity with those closest to 
you.  You can make a meal and invite neighbors over, 
or just drop it off for them.  You could shovel snow if 
it’s needed.  Or, you could make homemade goodies or 
crafts to give as gifts. Be creative as you show Christ’s 
love.
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Suspendisse potenti!
Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices 
posuere cubilia Curae; In vestibulum accumsan quam. Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Fusce vitae 
ipsum vehicula neque vehicula mattis. Pellentesque bibendum 
scelerisque ligula. Nulla ut nisl at nulla condimentum facilisis. 

Etiam commodo nulla non turpis. Sed a justo. 
Aenean gravida. Integer nulla.

Lorem Ipsum!

The Lorem Ipsums
[Street Address] 
[City], [State][Postal Code]

[Recipient]

Address Line 1 
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3 
Address Line 4
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